Soper: Beininiscences of an Apprentice so, and therefore other drugs must be given as well which should act immediately. He would like to hear from Dr. Mackenzie how soon after beginning to give digitalis he was able to see those changes which he described. From what Dr. Mackenzie said, he imagined the changes were observed much sooner than was generally taught.
The Reminiscences of an Apprentice Fifty Years Ago. (ABSTRACT.) By WILLIAM SOPER. DR . SOPER said that he had been reading lately the life of Sir William Gull, and in it he had found the following sentence:. " He thus escaped, most fortunately for him, the many disadvantages attaching to the apprenticeship system then in vogue-a relic of the dark ages, happily now extinct, whereby men obtained a practical knowledge of bottle-washing and dispensing, and learned sufficient rule-of-thumb midwifery, minor surgery and drugging to enable them to act as qualified assistants, relieving their principals of much drudgery, and paying for the privilege into the bargain." His own experience was very different. He thought of the old days of apprenticeship with joy, and felt absolutely sure that time was not lost, but a vast 'amount of knowledge gained to prepare for the battle of hospital life. In a paper full of interesting personal experience, he described the life of an apprentice of fifty years ago. The practice of blood-letting was still much in vogue, and he had seen persons with the scars of at least a hundred incisions. In many cases he was sure that it was of great benefit to the patient, and he was still more sure that blood-letting would again become popular, and that apoplexy might by this be often averted. Dr. Soper went on to speak of the practice of " spring medicine," of blistering, and of cupping, both wet and dry. All ointments were made on the premises in a huge mortar, with a pole and pestle attached to the ceiling; every tincture was home-made, and a powerful tincture press used. He passed in review many of the favourite prescriptions of the day, and stated his belief that time would show that natural products would hold their own against a vast number of synthetic compounds.
